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: © must admt, at first glanca,

 thasa raports are analytically
W improssive, almost neading a
! science degree to unravel the
. quotations in betwean the

THE REAL PRICE OF PAPER

"As we progress in our endeavor to reach environmental
maturity, should we not be looking at all the aspects that

THERE ARE LIES, DAMNED LIES AND
ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTS WHICH, FOR
ALLTHEIR IMPRESSIVE RHETCRIC, CAN
SOMETIMES BE LITTLE MORE THAN SELF-
SERVING EXERQSES IN LOOKING GOOD.
KRISTINA HOLDORF 1S AN EXPERT AT
READING BETWEEN THE LINES AND ASKS
HOW FAR WESHOULD GO TO DISCLOSE
WHERE AND HOW PAPER IS MADE.

ver the past couple of

months I've had a number of

‘independant raports’ from

paper mills come across my
dask, all tning to cutdo themselves
in the environmental arena. |

usual environmaental mumbo
jumbo.

One report, however, caught
my aye, as it ancouraged the
reader to take into account
the environmental cost, in a
monatary value, of any particular
grada of paper compared with
other similar brands. Whata
clever and an intrguing concept It
stated that mulls should take a more
responsible view of producing and
marketing their products and that, if
oot done in an environmentally -sound
manner, then it should reflect that

affect us as a society?”

RECYCLED IS BEST—OR IS IT?
Tha report inuad choos
including Australia, 1n its synop-a and
considared a wide range of ecovironmental
issucs dealing with the manufacture of
paper. The commissioned company statad
they obtained this information from what
is available frecly in the public d

CAN’T SEE THE PEOPLE

FOR THE TREES

As [ zerolled through the report, nowhere
did I see any mention of the social impacts
on @ach of these countries, least of all
from the mull pmnung the facts. Claarly
a mill 50 ovarwhael d for

the anvy

t must ba equally

Noedless to say, the mull prod

tad in its paople. A quick Google

d

the document was by far the cbnnpast

saarch of the paper mill on whatis
frealy uvu'labln i the public dumm
da ber of disqui
ancuzations in relation to local vx]lagas
and the community at large.
Mind you, this is not the first mall
I have coma across with social
155005 and no doubt not the Jast.
As wo prograss in our endeavor
to reach environmental
matunty, should we not be
looking at all the aspacts
that affect us as a society? Or
are we only concernad with
whatever bappens to bo a
good marketng strategy?
How far do we need to dig to
get the complete pacture of
whare and how a preduct 1
made? As environmental
certification systems and credentials
become the norm, will certfication
labeling read off ke the ingredients
listing? Wheo will educate the consumer
about what is good and what is just
dever marketing and shallow schames?
Of coursa, these all being rhatorxal

environmental burden in the pnce of environmental threat Int gly they questions, thay still call for thoughtful

the papar. notad that, through a recant taleph ideration. Benchmarks nead to
This brings us to the discussion of study, environmental issuas are stll be sat then challenged—this is what's

bon trading and whether or not lagging behind price and quality nud called prograss.

it's wonh all the hype. In the absamn that the p of en So the queston : do you think

of bon taxing, equalnd RECYCLED, that a lavy should be imposed on

literate consumers are now opting to I must admit that in most of my pnpar products that are deemed

‘offsat’ their carbon emissions from convarsations with pnnt/paper b Ily hazardous'? Will this

goeds or serices, paying a third
party to entar into a urhon absorbing

their view is that recyckd = bast. Il Lot
you in on a trade secret... it depends,

encourage consumars (print buyers)
to do the nght thing? [ welcome your

P {most ly tree but Il save that ane for another tima. thoughts and comments on this matter
planting), supposedly then d The report then went into great affecting our industry. ®
thair purchase carbon neutral. This datail abou! paper
system is quite bike the one icned  from bleaching pulp to water and Kristina Holdorf is an advocale for

by the mill, putting a dellar value on
your emissons. Whethaer or not you
balieve this is a workable concept is the
topic of dinner parties of late,

1 personally believe there is some
ment to the pr Howaver... 1do
ot beliave thare 15 any system that can
revens our anvi tal t and

¥

energy usage. It than went through an
ovarview of the Australian and glcbal
pulp and paper markats, follbbwed by
the environmental impacts of the paper

environmental innovations within the
print and paper industry with an in-
depth und ding of envi !

cor

certificati porale social

manufacturning process, 1 ding the
mill's aovi tal credentials. Finally
it compared them with these from a

leading Australian papar @ makar and

thus should not be used as an by

other 1 partaining

companics to pollute.
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to the global and Australian market.

p "‘i“ly‘lld green precurement
policy wriling. She is alse a regisiered
FSC chain of custody auditor for
Scientific Certification Systems,
California. For further information,
visit www.urbanireshservices.com



