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nlarnational Paper [1F), Iha warkd's
larnges| fores| producls companty,
owts e Ardrosccggin B a large
pulp ared papar mill'n Jay, Malne, In
e noribeses lem Uniled Slates Onoe
an cbject of public opprobrium and
conflld, the mill has metamorphosad
Into a show-case for emvircnmenlal
maragqamsnl.

In tha late 1080, an 1S-manlh stiks
had kit the wokars and lowvmspeoplks

Knmn. Holdork smbaltersd and the mill's repualabon

In balbars. In responsae o the mill's
envlromantal vidatlons, some of
which were consklensd crimes by slato
requilators, The lown ol Loy passed (=
own ervironmanlal ordnance b conlral
mill amisskons Early In e 10008, newr
maragamsnl, Including beo former
corporate-level employaas, soughl bo
change the mill's business approasch
and lum e Ardrcsccggin B inka 1Fs
best envlronmaental peformar.

Th Inltlal emphases on establshing
and malrt alning compllance was
exparded to Indude aggressive
ped lullon prevention effors that
lad bo conperallve projects with ha
talree Depatment of Emvironmanlal
Prolecion, the US Environmantal
Proleciion Agency, and stakeholder
qroups.

Tha mill's approach evobved Further
Lo Tallow prnciples of Industrisl
ecolkegy, focusing on ‘dosng the loop
by Hnding bancfidal uses far land-

Al wasles, replecemants for mosl
‘hazardous chamlcals, ard reductlons n
solld and haza rdous wasle generallon.
Tha mill alzo establshed relallorehl pes
wilha fachity hat began using a

mill bry-procuct on-ste and an on-

slte nalural gas burming facillly that
prowided part of tha mill's sbeam demarsd.

IF also aslablished a public advisary
commitles bo advise managemant
on opsaratlonal and *blg-pecture’
lssues, Incuding the appllicallon of
suslaloabllity cAterla 1o the mill, ard
‘has since formed communlby advisory
commitless at each of thelr Inlegrabed
pulp ared papar mills.

DIRTY CHIMA

O Wk ckhar skda ol the werld, In
Auguat 2005 papar mills in Shenyarsg,
China, ware bodd ey faced susperslon
ard even dosura I they dkd nol mest
strict wasbensater conlrdl standards as
the local authoritles launched a major
campalgn agalrsl polluting paper mills,
the biggesl water polluters In lhe anea.
Slatsllcs from Shenyang environmernlal
protectlon bunsau show thal thare are
53 papar mills Involwed n lhe campa’sgn,
arel at present only one of them s abke
bo messt the requlred slardands

S0 whiy ane some mills acvanced
In thadr emvironmental pursults whik:
others lag babind? Pulp ard papar mills
complance with environmenlal law hes
evcdvend lhrcugh foar distinel phases,
wach oma drlven by growdng pubhc
awareness of environmenlal kses and
govarnmedl response bo publle demand.

Phasa | was characlersed by ke public
awareness, almosl no requlalion and even
lss emforoement. The Industry wos Iree
bo grow and operale, unencumbsred by
erwlronmenlal concerns. In Fhase 2,
growing public mwareness of e health
hemards of pollublon drove gevernmsnl
bo sal emission standands, Howsvar, o
sgniflcant enfofcement was carred sut
and Indlusiry comphed with [hae law at
Itz dscration.

In Fhasa 2, Iha publlc sla ko
damanding and governments dal e
Hghilar aml=slon slandards and tough
eniforcemant. This s e case we seo
with the mills In Shamyang and in soms
other parts of the world Industry al Hest
resisled and pald dearly In fines which
Hnally ke |0 Improved compllanos By
this time, the publc had devaloped a
sophisticaled urderstanding of
erwlronment al 1ssues and environmenlal
non-governmant organ’sallons, known
as EMGOs, ware e fecllva at communl-
callng public concarn bo governmants
through lobb Fing aorls and badk 1o
the general publlc Through [ha media,

In Fhasa 4, wa soe a turning point m
the Indusiry. Tha public 1 Informed and
emerclzes ks vigilanca through mature

ENGOs, alfecthve labby mecharilzms
and the madla. Domeslc and global
marksts apphy sconom’c pressure oo
Lk tnctustry to maks: and kaep thelr
products green, whils governmsnl
reqquiatlon corklmua s bo evolva wilh
lerhnolegical advances.

Wikth all e 1o mind, what of our onen
Hne paper producer, Australlan Papar?
Honw far has Il coms In Lhls process and
whal ane soma of 115 plans Cor the Fulure?

READ THE LABELS
Exghteen months ago, Stmon Talbol
Jolnecl Austrafan Faper 26 corporals
ralallorships manager. Crigloalty
Iram Hibarl, Talbol hokls posl-grad
qualificallons In organ’sallonal strabegy
and bagan hls career In suskalnabdilby
and corpormabe social espomslbilily
advislng many ASX minlng corpor allons.
Ha wes recnilled lothe Australlan
Papsar sector to provica dineclon
and managemenl In cof porabs socil
resporslbilily and manel engagemant.
In lha pasl beo pears, Auslrallan Faper
has[ocuzed sirenghy on a numbar of
suslalna bl Inllatives. Parhaps the mosl
whlble has been (e reksse of a colledtion
ol recycked produds across e company's
vl produc range. Mone lmportanlly, 1
‘has cvertauled 115 prooesses and
Indepandenlly audiled Is manufacturing
oparallons In Australla 1o1=20 14001
slandard, and b recemed Forest
Slewardahip Coundl [FSC) aceredilalion
Al prasant, the damard for FEC papars
by ASY comporatlons 1= strong and 1t 1
an amserging brand lhal s bacoming
widely recognised and acoapled. When
mmked "Why “FECT, Talbol sales
*Thare anz a numbar of othar ‘aco
labaks" around bul they do pol Feva the
sams sirlcl environmenlal, sedal and
economlc standarnds of such a dgonous
cha’n of cusled ¥ tacking Hmbsr (rom e
Tarast bo e nal user, Tha FEC s tha only
omie eidorsad by Iha major eowironment
and socul growps Induding WWE
“As of Docombsar 20065, wa ane tha
largest usar ard largest mporler of FEC
mataralin Australasla. "



SHOWING RENEWED ENERGY
Another area In which Australlan
Papar ¥ driving markel leadershlp

Is through It ‘sustainable fulures
phllozophy’ In the use of renawable
enesgy. Renewabk encegy & deslved
from sources hal cannct be dapletad
or can be repliced, such as solar, wind,
Homass (waste), wave or hydro, Clean,
renewabke sources don'l produce
greenhouse pollullca.

Annually, over 60 peroant of
Augdralian Paper's enargy nesd are met
from renewable sources—hesa Indude
hydroalkectne powar, wind power and
blomess (black Dquor, agricultural
wase and sawmill res)lues).

In 2006 ks Lhan fva percent of
Auslralla's enargy needs were genesated
from blomass fuals desplte their
avallabilily as a significart ranewablke
enerqgy. At Australan Paper, blomass
contribules lo soma 30 peroant of Its
enerqy needs and, across Maryvak n
Victoela and Its Tasmanlan operalions,
tha compary has modified Its bolker
systems to utilise malerial that In many
cases would olharwise go to landfill

Tha making of papar requires a
source of cellulose fibres which can be
as varled as ootlon rags, straw, sugar
cane and wood. Modarn papermaking
In Western counlries Is malnly based
on wood, due lo factors such as quality,
avallabilily and economics.

Separating cdluloze Hbres from wood
1= alitioull and thera 15 a ranga of
chemical and mechanlcal procasses
utilised, depanding on the wood type
and the end wse required. One of tha

Industry pe used for
pulping s the kralt process. This system
ralles o high lempesatures Lo dissolve
(ba lignin and releasa the fbros Aftar
Iha lreatmant, the fibce s washed to
remove the desolved lignin and
chemlcals and this ¥ (ban referred to as
‘Hack liquor'. Black Dquor Is recognised
by the Commonweallh Governmenl as
A renewablke anesqy source.

The Maryvale mill cumently o 1

TASSIE'S TALL POPPIES
Australlan Paper's Taumanlan
oparaliors have some of the highest
kvdds of renawa ble energy usage wihin
the global papes Industry. Australia's
most significant hyd ro-electriclly plants
and adjocent wind farms supply the
Burnle and Wesley Vale mills

In addilion lo these malnstraam
renewable sources, AF's Tasmanian
englnears have successfully retrofitted
oca-site bolkers 1o accept agricull ural and
sawmill wasles Asof 2005, 02 parcent
of Iha anergy at AP Tesmantan mills
was dertved from renewable sources

One unlque renewable energy
partnership ¥ in the arca of waste poppy
plants. Tasmanla s one of the word's
major supplers of medicinal cplate
products, striclly coctrolled by tha
Foderal and Stale Governments. Aller
the madicinal oplale has been extracled
[rom tha poppy Nower, large volumes of
plant wasle ramaln. Ths wasle s
collecled and transporled to AP's on-
sile bollars for use as byofuel, direclly
replacing fossil fudds such as coal and ofl.

Inlale D 2006, the Paderal

doam and @lectricily from black Dquor
In two recovery boflers whch are
supplemanted by three nalural gos-
fired bollers, By 2000, the mill expacts
to ba producing approximately 900,000
G| of renenwable enargy.

Covemment announced funding of
almost £1 millYon lo help Ausirallan
Papars Wesky Vale mill 1o reduce enargy
costs, as wedl as reduce greenhouse gas
emisdons by some 9,000 tonnes pes
year. Forestry and Consaervation

Minksler, Senalor Enc Abetz, sakd that
(ha funds will “assist Australlan Papes
loreplace expanse and poliuting ofl-
fired bollers with new gas-fired bollers,
lotaling almost $4 milllon *

WOOD IS GOOD

The co-going debate aboul recyded-v-
virgin fibre ¥ =1l a hot 12500, espadally
from Auslrallan Papers perspactive,

*1 baddave wa are In a strong postion
lo comment on Lhis Issue, * says Talbat.
“Moet pacple (Hnk the maje benafil from
recycling Is forest presarvallon. Whik:
ha practice does reduca the amount of
virgin timbes requined, trees areinfact a
renewabk resource and today, most
elhical paper producers, Induding Aus-
trallan Papes, have adopted sustainablke
focest maragement practyoes, *

As an Industry, Talbol baliaves wa
need o promole paper and wood
peoduds as positive sockilal ems of
benafil to ha planal.

*Managed comeclly with associated
chaln of custodty, they are a matural
and renewabie source that, In print
foemy, has many sgnificant acsthetic
and educabional values compared with
many conmunicalion allernatives,

Tha links between global wamming
and the paper, print and graphic design
Inclustries are ckar and they startin
Iha focest. The choloe of paper that
you sell, peinl, design and use can
Impact dgniticanlly ca dimale change
and [ha kss of the carth's blodiversity.
Remembar, you canand do make a
difference. @

Kristina Holdorf 1s an advocate lor
environmenial innovations within the
print and paper indusiry with an in-
depih understanding of environmental
cerlitication syslems, corporate soclal
rosponsibility and green procuroment
policy wriling. She Is also a registered
FSC chain of custody auditor for
Scleniitic Certift cation Sysiems,
Calfornia. For turther tnformation,
visit www.urbantreshservices com
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