LEAM | AMD GREEM

WHITEWASHING

WITH GREENWASH
LEADS TO EYEWASH

WHAT'S GREEM, TELLS PORKIES AMD |5 SLIPPERYT AMSWER— A& LOT

OF PRINTERS, PUBLISHERS AMD PAPER MERCHANTS WHO ARE BEING
“ECOMOMIC AL WITH THE TRUTH — GREENWASHING—WHERE GEMUIME
ENVIROMMEMNTAL CREDEMNTIALS ARE COMCERMED. KRISTINA HOLDORF
15 WISE TO THE TRICKS GREENWASHERS GET UP TO AMD GIVES SOME
TIMELY ADWVICE OM 'WHAT TO LOOK QUT FOR, AND STAY CLEAM AS

WELL AS GREEM.

har or is it ime we sifted through the

gravel, like panning for realqgold, to find
out what's of value and what's notin tarms of
apwironmantal cradantials. Be warned ! There &
ool gold out thers.

I tha last 12 months the number of buaneases,
induding products and sendces, daiming to
ambraca tha concept of ‘sustainahle developrmeant’
has risam sharply. This is evidant from the
mumber of advartisements which uss images of
pristing nature to sell a product, or daim outrght
that certain products or practices are ‘aco-
friendly” and ‘sustaimabla.’ But how do you, ar
avemn your custarnars, distinguish batwaan
genuine business afforts to 'come dean,’ and
cynical, suparficial public relations mar keting
known as ‘greenwashing.”

GREEMWASHING PAPER

In tha papar induwtry thare are & numbar of
tarme that are usad to dasonbe & product’s
environmental features and by anylysizing them
ona by one wa can determing what thay achaally
maan and thay should ba valued in terme of
environmental attribubes.

ENVIROMMENTALLY FEIEMN LY

What does this mean precsaly? Doss it mean it
has great scoial skills? Thisis a typical exampls
of a greenwash statamsnt and should only ba
usad asa genaric tarm. What ever you do, don’t
staba; “This was printed on environmentalby
friendly paper,” on the ned annual report!

WELL MAMAG ED PLAMTATIONS AMD
SLISTAIMAEBLE FORESTS

This tarm is one of the favourites usad by mills
and merchants to desciba from where the pulp
has baen darived. If you hava a look at any
papar graen quids you will notice %) percant of
all preducts hava ticks in this box. That mears
it'’s good, right? Well mayba, maybe oot You
soa, to have pulp derived from well-managad or
sustainabls forast means that it dess not coma
fromi ol growth areas and has bean planted for
pulp production. But i that anough?

To dlustrate this, | hava a vegie patch in my
gardan which I planted and [ watar in
accordanse ko water restrictions and so forth. [
don’t use any spray which is harmbual to tha
envirommant and | give away what I can’t usa.

Am | baing sustainable? Wall without a third
I—I—I party coming out and having alock, I failed to
tall you that I'make my two young boys pull the
wazds out on 42 deqrae days without s braak

Should wa baliera evarything wa sea and
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and gat them to put fartilizer
om tha garden bads without
gloves or a mask. It changes
tha picture a hittle now.

Soif you ses a product
has a claim thatit is darived
from sustanabls soarces, do
a Pauling Hansan, *pleasa
axplain.” Hag it hean
indepandantly cartified
and by whom? Is it an
internationally recogrized
organizbion of is it a stata or
governmant basad schema?
REMEWAELE RESCILIRCES
A tarm proposed by tha
papar industry for virgin
papar mads from renewabla
rasources such as managed
trea plantations. [t doss not
enzure envirommantally-

sound papar and is anothar
tarm for the above.

RECVCLED

It's annual report seasan and
the designer has recaived a
briaf from thair cliant stating
they want to print on recycled
papar so thay can usa the
raryclad logo. Currently, thera
12 no agreemant on what the
tarm means, beyond the fact
that it contains recovarad
fibar which may be pre- and’
of post-consumer.

Always ask your suppliar
what parcantage of post-
consumer wasta is in tha
preduct IE you are going to
usa the recyclad label, which
iz in public domain and any
on@ Can usa it, my sugoestion
wald ba to stata the parcantane
of post-consumar wasta.

Kristina Hold orf

HERE IM AUSTRALIAWE
ARE SEEING A GOLD
RUSH OF GREEN —THE
ENVIROMMENTAL RUSH
'WHERE EVERYTHING
THAT |5 GREEN 15
ENVIRONMENTALLY
FRIENDLYT GRISIT?

MAKIMG THE DECISION

o how can a purchasar
warily that a papar mesats an
expectation that it has sound
aadentizls. The ollowing
Wale §0ma recent comments
made ata paper listening stuchy:

“Truat. And & hicalthy
doaa of skapheism, with
varification.* —hichaal
Soyder, Forestar

“Zlaar and unambiquous
labeling with parcent contant
by aourca. ® — Robart B
Bryan, Foreat Ecolodgist, Maine
Audubon

“Curranthy, FSC is tha onby
widaly arcepted intarnational
cartification program amondg
independent envircnmental
advocacy qroups. *— YWictaria
Kills, Froject Manager,
Corporata Parmemnhips,
Environmental Delense

Wa'va just briefly coverad
papar hara but the same
principle applias whan
purchasing inks or any othar
matarizls. By asking your
suppliamn for more detailed
information you can compils
FOUr GWN anvironrmantal
raqister of products that hava
bean varificd. @

“Eriztina Holdorf i an advocale for environmenltal
inmovaliore within the print and paper indosiry with
in-depih understanding of environmental cerlification
systems, Corporate Social Responsibililty (CSRjand Green
Frocurement Policy wriking. She is also a regisiered FSC
Chain of Cuslody Audilor for Scientific Cerlification
Syniems, California.” For further information visil <www.

urbanfreahservices.coms



